The "Moscow collection": Finding an individual’s file in the collection of Central Records of the
National Security Directorate (1900-1940)
The term "Moscow collection" refers to a large group of French archives, both private and public, that
were seized by the German occupational forces when they arrived in Paris in June 1940. Transferred
to the territories of the ‘Reich’ as intelligence, they later passed into the hands of the Red Army after
the surrender of the Nazi regime in 1945. For more than 50 years they were kept in the USSR Central
State Special Archive in Moscow. With the fall of the Soviet bloc, they were returned to France between
1994 and 2001.
These repatriated archives are now mainly housed both at the Service historique de la Défense
(Ministry of the Armed Forces) in Vincennes (7 linear kilometres) and at the National Archives Pierrefitte-sur-Seine site (3 linear kilometres).
This guide is intended for anyone doing genealogical, prosopographical, academic or personal research
and wishes to find someone’s file or folder among the 650,000 individual files open in the Central
Records of the National Security Directorate (now the National Police) of the Ministry of the Interior.
Created in 1935 by merging all pre-existing police files of the National Police, the central file contains
approximately 650,000 individual files opened between 1880 and 1940, classified either in alphabetical
order (600,000 kept in deposits 19940432 to 19940492) or in numerical order (50,000 files kept in
deposits 19940505 to 19940507). A set of 2.5 million small card index cards now stored under the
reference: 19940508 originally served as a key to the files, allowing one to navigate the collection.
The file is said to be "central" in the sense that it is centralised but also because the diverse nature of
the information that was collection and held within it.







Surveillance of political activists (anarchists, communists, anti-militarists, royalists, leaguers,
etc.)
Enforcement of expulsion orders or deportation following judicial convictions
Intervention of the General Directorate of Security in the processing of applications for
foreign nationals' identity cards (residence permits) and passports (French citizens abroad or
foreign nationals in France)
Surveillance of foreign nationals
Racing and Gaming Police

1. The online search of a nominative file
The inventory of the 600,000 nominative files kept in the Fichier central de la direction de la Sûreté
nationale (deposits 19940432 to 19940492) is available online [link] :
https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_050044
In the search engine of the Online Catalogue of the National Archives, the inventory is accessible by
searching for the keywords "sûreté nationale" or by using the search by archive producer by searching
for the producer "Fichier central". For the purpose of search, please use the original French.
The list of individuals who have a file in the Central Registry of the Sûreté is currently being indexed by
name.
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1.1 Indexed surnames
We have begun typing up the list of names that are found in the dossiers. For surnames beginning with
a letter already ‘indexed’, you can search for it directly in the global search engine of the National
Archives (www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr).
Example of a simple search:
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If this search produces too many results that you cannot sort through, you can do an ‘advanced
search’ restricting your search to the collection itself.

Fig. 3

Example result:
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To order the file for consultation in the reading room, click on the reference number [here
19940451/105]. The file number itself (dossier 9014 in the example) is not necessary for ordering the
document, as you are in fact ordering a box with several dossiers in one box, however it will help you
find the corresponding file inside the box, once you have received your order.
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1.2 Surnames not (yet) indexed
If the surname you are searching for begins with one of the following letters, (M-P-R-S-T), for the
moment, they are not yet indexed. This means you cannot search by name alone and must therefore
refer to the scanned images of the registers available online in the same inventory [link].
https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_050044
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 Step 1: Locate the file you are interested in in the digitised pages of the registers.
Surnames are listed in alphabetical order by the first three letters only. From the fourth letter on, the
order is indifferent.
This means that the same surname can appear several times. It is therefore necessary to consult the
entire list of names in the register beginning with the same first three letters as the file being searched.
It should also be noted that for each letter, there are additional series - corresponding to omissions or
later additions - which should be consulted systematically.
It should be noted that the transcription of the names is sometimes francised or different from the
spelling used today (for example "Karl Kölher" has become "Charles Kolher"). These are not indexation
errors but in fact the spelling used by the French police at the time.
Illustrated example: if we search for Léo LAGRANGE, the name "LAGRENEE" appears before
"LAGRANGE" because only the letters LAG are taken into account in the alphabetical classification
The result of the search was found as file no. 2269: Léo Lagrange (1939).
The creation date of the dossier is often useless in identifying and separating namesakes.


Step 2: Find the item reference number of the box in which the name file is kept.

The item reference was added when the records arrived at the National Archives. It has not been
included on all pages of the registers. If you cannot see it on the same page as the file, refer to the
previous pages until it is indicated (cf. ill. 7 and 8).

Ill. 7: p.

78 of the register: indication of the reference number Ill. 8 p.79 of the register: the file sought

The item reference is handwritten in the upper right-hand corner of the register as "940459 art.
25" which is now written as 19940459/25.
The file number is not required for the computer order, only the box number, in this case,
19940459/25.

2. Searching in the records
If the online search for a nominal file does not yield any results, there is still the hope of finding a file
for the person amongst the 2.5 million nominal files kept in the 19940508 collection. Depending on
the case, these records may or may not lead to a folder on said person.
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The files are not digitised and are therefore not available online on the National Archives website.
The records are arranged in strict alphabetical order by first and last name.
Although these files are no longer the main key to accessing the files in the Central Registry, they are
still of definite historical interest and have a strong emotional significance for people who, in some
cases, are able to find a photograph of their ancestors, (often the only remaining photograph). (see
2.2.).

They are not, however, anthropometric records: the police used them only to search for or verify the
existence of a file on an individual. There is thus no guarantee of finding about substantial information
of the individual.
2.1 Access to records
The National Archives would like to limit consultation of these files for conservation reasons. Their
frequent consultation in the reading room has led to a significant and accelerated deterioration of a
large number of them: the cards are in poor condition, and their photographs are becomingdetached
from their card and for which it will never be possible to find the original card again.
Today, they can only be made available to people who make a request for exceptional consultation
from their ‘personal space’ on the National Archives website.
To find out which unique reference to request, the alphabetical indexes for each of the 2071 cardboard
boxes in accession 19940508 can be consulted online in the virtual inventory room [link].
Link: https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_015479

2.2 Use of the records after consultation
Below you will find examples of records and their possible use for research.

2.2.1 Name records referencing a file in the Security Directorate's Central Index
For the most part, the cards do not have a photograph, and contain information such as surname,
first names, date and place of birth as well as the reason for the card indexing for the cards prior to
the creation of the Central Index in 1934.
This type of card indicates the existence of a file opened in the name of the person concerned and kept
in the Fichier central de la Sûreté. The method of searching for a file, explained in Part 1 of this sheet,
makes it possible to determine the item reference under which the file is now kept at the National
Archives.
If the name to which the record refers does not appear in the online inventories, this means that the
corresponding file perhaps does not exist.

Example 1: 19940508/258, a record in the name of Bill, Emile Eugene
The "General Police" section provides information on the context in which the case
was opened. This means the individual was placed under surveillance due to his or
her political activity, by the service later known as the "Renseignements généraux".
"Anarchist" and "anti-militarist" are the reasons for the file’s creation, often the
political motivation which was cause for suspect.
"Archives" is the term used at the time to name the place where the file was kept,
namely in the files of the Sûreté directorate.
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By the mention DN, the card explicitly indicates the presence of an Individual File (dossier nominatif).
The search in the online inventories (see part 1) provides the reference number (19940434/364) and
the extreme dates (1909-1922) of the corresponding file.
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Example 2: 19940508/547, a record of Companys, Louis

The creation of the Central File in 1934 led to the standardisation of the files
(presence of predefined fields) and the disappearance of the ‘reason’ for the
existence of a file.
The file refers here to another person: Brutan, Bartoloméo. This means that the
information on Louis Companys was filed in the file opened in the name of
Bartoloméo Vloca Brutan to whom he was linked according to the information
collected by the French police at the time.
In the historiography, the person concerned is nowadays known by his exact
surname (civil status): Lluís Companys i Jover.
Fig. 12

Searching in the online inventories (see part 1) provides the unique reference (19940434/640) and the
most recent date (1938) of the corresponding file.
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2.2.2. Central passport office files [before 1934].
The Central Passport Service's cards are identified by the "passport" stamp with a reference to a file
number.
The files drawn up by this department between 1924 (date of creation of the department) and 1934
(date of creation of the Central Police Records), now kept in the 19940507 collection, are arranged in
numerical order.
Files opened by this same service after 1934 are filed alphabetically by name. The search for a file is
done online by surname according to the methodology explained in part 1) of this document. After
1934, the corresponding records no longer refer to a file number.

Example 3: 19940508/741, a record in the name of Durand, Lucienne
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Here, Lucienne Durand's card is marked "Passport" with the number "29402".
The search continues in the inventory of Central Passport Office files held in the 19940507
repositories [link]
https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_015478
The corresponding file is kept under the reference 19940507/184
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2.2.3. Records of the central service for foreign nationals' identity cards (CI) [before 1934].
The files of the Central Records of Foreigner Nationals’ Identity Card Service are identified by the stamp
"carte d’identité" or "CI" (which is in fact a work permit visa, as only foreign nationals were obliged to
carry one) accompanied by a reference to a file number.
The files drawn up by this department between 1924 (date of creation of the department) and 1934
(date of creation of the Central Index), now kept in instalments 19940505 and 19940506, are in fact
classified in numerical order.
Files opened by this same service after 1934 are filed alphabetically by name. The search for a file is
done online by surname according to the methodology explained in part 1) of this document. After
1934, the corresponding records no longer refer to a file number.
Not all foreign nationals who applied for a residence permit between the wars had a file opened at the
central directorate. Only cases requiring arbitration or intervention by the Ministry of the Interior are
present in the Central File.
French nationals did not carry identity cards until the Second World War.

Example 4: 19940508/ 1701, a record in the name of Peiro, Manuel
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The card in the name of Peiro, Manuel is marked "Identity card" with the number "98429".
These numbers can be matched with the inventory of the files of the central service for foreign
nationals' identity cards kept in the archives of the central service for foreign nationals’ identity cards.
https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_015476
The corresponding file is item reference 19940505/981.
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2.2.4 Files with photographs (prefectoral receipts for foreign nationals' identity cards)

Fig. 18: 19940508/623

These are the only cards that include a photograph (on the back). They hold some interesting
information like their profession, their address, their signature and of course their photograph.
They do not refer to any file held by the National Archives. This is as far as one can go in the Fichier
central archive.
Foreign nationals wishing to obtain a foreigner's identity card (necessary for obtaining a job) made
their application to the (Local civil service) as evidenced by the mention "issued by the prefect of ...."
on the back of the card. The receipts for the identity cards issued were drawn up in several copies, one
of which was intended for the National Security Directorate. It is this copy that is now kept in the
National Archives. The file used to draw up the identity card should be sought in the Departmental
Archives of the department where the card was issued (the file collections are more or less complete
depending on the department).

2.2.5 Counterintelligence Service (CE or CONTRE ESP) cards

Fig. 19 to 21: 19940508/865, 19940508/1089 and 19940508/1675

Many files bear the mention of ‘counter-espionage’ service of the Security Directorate (whose exact
title is Contrôle général des services de la surveillance du territoire). The mention is present whenever
an individual travels, corresponds or trades with foreign countries, for the most part.
These cards do not refer to any file kept in the National Archives, and it is not known whether the files
were destroyed, lost or simply not returned by Russia.
The very few surviving files of the Contrôle général de la surveillance du territoire are kept in volume
19940499 [link].
Link: https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_015470
They can be found by a simple search in the National Archives' global search engine
(www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr).

3. Additional sources
At the National Archives
The archives of subseries F/7 are of the same origin as the archives of the Sûreté repatriated from
Moscow, but were separated from them in 1940 due to circumstances of the war. Some parts of the
sub-series F/7 directly complement the Central File:


files from the so-called "Panthéon" collection (F/7/15924-16026), which includes files on wellknown personalities of the Third Republic.
link: https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_001318



individual files of deportees and persons forbidden to stay (F/7/13988 to 14591)
link: https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_058991



remaining documents of a former judicial police file kept under codes F/7/14664 to F/7/14879.
This part of subseries F/7, which has been classified thematically, contains numerous individual
files that have never been fully reviewed.
link: https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_000944

For the later period, the National Archives also keep an administrative police file containing
approximately 150,000 files opened between 1941 and 1949. This file is a continuation of the Fichier
central de l'entre-deux-guerres, with the difference being that it does not contain files on persons who
were
subject
to
political
surveillance.
See accessions 19790587, 19790645, 19790718, 19790746, 19800016, 19800051, 19800091,
19800131, 19800281, 19800271, 19800342, 19800384, 19800448 and 19800501 [link]
Link: https://www.siv.archives-nationales.culture.gouv.fr/siv/IR/FRAN_IR_054192

At the Departmental Archives
The conservation of archives relating to nationality produced by the prefectures and sub-prefectures
(series M or W) differs from one department to another. Although the issue registers were normally
kept, the historical interest of application and processing files (identity cards, residence permits, etc.)
was taken into account rather late (joint Interior/Culture circular AD 91-1 dated March 4, 1991) and
explains this disparity in their conservation.

At the Municipal Archives
Since the end of the 19th century, foreign nationals were required to register at the town hall of their
place of residence. Today, these registers are normally kept in the municipal archives (series I or J).
However, for the reasons indicated above, there are great disparities from one town to another.
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